The Eucharist; Augustine^ view              669

of their importance in the life of every Christian, who in the first was
restored to the favour of God and by the second was maintained in His
grace. The same universal application belonged to the two sacraments of
chrism, the one with its renewal of grace to the child who took upon him-
self the responsibility of the vows made for him in Baptism, the other
with its means of defence against the temptations that assailed the death-
bed of the Christian. The admission of Marriage to the number of the
sacraments gave specially needed sanctity to a bond upon whose main-
tenance the orderly character of Christian society depended. The requisite
of repentance from sin as a condition of the worthy reception of the
Eucharist gave significance to Penance as the means by which pardon
from actual sin was secured Finally, the general invalidity of the sacra-
ments, unless dispensed by a ministry consecrated for their exercise,
emphasised the peculiar gifts bestowed upon a special class by the rites
of ordination, and set apart Holy Order from those acts of consecration
to certain offices and conditions of life to which some writers, chiefly those
who saw in the spread of monasticism the most fertile method of filling
Up the number of the elect, were inclined to ascribe sacramental virtue.

VI

The most original feature of the statement of faith issued by the Fourth
Lateran Council was its definition of the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist.
With the idea of the Catholic Church, the body of the faithful, membership
of which is essential to salvation, was closely united the idea of the eternal
priesthood of its Founder and Head, whose sacrifice of Himself upon the
Cross was commemorated and its redeeming merits imparted in the con-
tinually repeated celebration of -that sacred feast which He instituted on
the eve of His passion. Here, as in so many other cases, the versatile mind
of Augustine had anticipated the chief problems which beset this subject
and influenced both of those opposite currents of opinion in whose con-
flicting course the sacrament of peace and unity became a source of division
and warfare. At the root of his thought was the conception of the rite of
the Eucharist, the partaking of the elements of bread and wine by the
Christian congregation, as the mystery of unity, in which the bread, com-
posed of many grains, and the wine, pressed from clusters of many grapes,
were the visible symbols of the unity of the members of the Christian body,
who, by the act of partaking, were incorporated in mystical union with
their Head. They became the Lord's bread; His life was diffused through
the whole body, which was one in Him. This was the most ttriking <uid
definite aspect of Augustine^ teaching with regard to the Eucharist On
the other hand, his conception of the elements of bread and wine as the
body and blood of Christ was less consistent and uniform. If in certain
passages he assumed their objective identity with the body and blood, and
was at one with the clearly expressed statements of St Ambrose that the

OH. ZCC